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Active Directory Proven to be Target of Attacks
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Lapsus$

On March 22, 2022, Microsoft stated

"DEV-537 (LAPSUS$) used DCSync attacks and Mimikatz to perform privilege escalation 

routines. Once Domain Admin access had been obtained,.."

THE defining step in LAPSUS$'s methodology is "Active Directory Privilege Escalation" 

MSFT also said 

"They (LAPSUS$) have been CONSISTENTLY observed to use AD Explorer, to enumerate all 

users and groups in the said network... this allows them to understand which accounts might 

have higher privileges" <to escalate privilege to in AD.>

*Source: lnkd.in/guca2AAp

http://lnkd.in/guca2AAp


Quantum Ransomware

Zero to Disaster in 3:43:00
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Typical Attack Tactics
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AD Security Settings
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Privileged Groups
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• Availability : In every AD domain

• Level of Threat : Critical

• Attack Method : Privilege escalation

• Commonality of being misconfigured : Near 100%

• Ability to secure : Yes

• How to secure: Ensure group members are correct



adminSDHolder
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• Availability : In every AD domain

• Level of Threat : Critical

• Attack Method : Privileged Escalation

• Commonality of being misconfigured : Near 100%

• Ability to secure : Yes

• How to secure: Remove users from AdminSDHolder ACL (via groups too)
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